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AVMHS Annual Meeting Program

The evening of Thursday, July 6, welcomed a highly
informative and enjoyable presentation by Dr. Susan D.
Jones. She is currently Distinguished McKnight
University Professor in the Program in the History of
Science and Technology, Department of Ecology,
Evolution and Behavior at the University of Minnesota
in St. Paul, Minnesota. She is also past president of
AVMHS (2001-2002) and former board member.

Introduced by Program Chair Dr. John de Jong, Dr.
Jones’ talk on “Global Aspects of the History of
Veterinary Medicine” was well received by more than 40
members and guests in attendance.

--- Highlights on Global Veterinary History

Using a series of colorful slides, Dr. Jones described
several patterns, outcomes, and results to emphasize a
global approach to the history of veterinary medicine and
point out how changes have happened worldwide.

Related to the connection, aspiration, and synthesis of
natural histories, she mentioned trade, war, and the
activities of common people and cited various outbreaks
of rinderpest as an example. Another pattern concerned
the different types of systems for animal healing
prevalent through the ages, such as in India and China.
Also, as addressed by RH Dunlop (see reference below)

was the disparity between Claude Bourgelat and
Philippe-Etienne Lafosse as the French model of
veterinary education spread over the past 200 years.
Because of the lack of veterinary school graduates,
animal healers typically filled the gap by providing
needed medical care services in communities.

f*,i:s‘;;‘ 4
%{-- t’;g\é, L1
Eoag ¥ L SEY

3 iteat 153512

e fi 3 %‘I-‘,A -
:. ; % \:!!‘.6‘5 2 i
saelt ALY I
&g if * o
kgg 4 s “E:I‘ f,:.: ‘iu
-3 {oedmk o X
a gt IRYF TR
BB e 0
Bl it
R oAk 5

2 A

B

e Rt o
e

Representative illustration from Dr. Jones’ talk showing burning of
animals killed by rinderpest, Japan, 19t century.

She also spoke about a further trend concerning “who
was first,” particularly for women in veterinary
medicine, which has resulted in a modern change in
gender  balance.  Furthermore,  milestones in
microbiological studies and therapy have played a
significant role. Increased understanding of contagion
grew out of the germ theory in the 19th century followed
by expanded knowledge of viral diseases. More research
is needed on veterinary medicine’s contributions to
history.

Dr. Jones said developments in biomedical technology
(microscopes, antibiotics, imaging) undoubtedly have
had a tremendous impact. Dr. Jones predicted further
advancements would continue in the future as old and
new intersect and combine.

Finally, from Virchow’s pronouncement of a One Health
concept, today’s environment increasingly reflects the
need for attention to both human and animal health. She
feels veterinary medicine will continue to advance in a
changing world as history provides the lessons.



Several questions followed Dr. Jones’s most
enlightening and instructive presentation. Much more
information can be found in her book authored with Peter
Koolmees, The Concise History of Veterinary Medicine,
published by Cambridge University Press in 2022. See
table of contents, illustration list, preview pages at
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A Concise History of Vet
erinary Medicine/Z2-
AEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcoverffv=onepage&g&f
=false

Dunlop RH. Bourgelat’s vision for veterinary education and the remarkable
spread of veterinary “meme.” J Vet Med Educ. 2004 Winter;31(4):310-322.

Members who could not join in on July 6 may wish to
listen to the audio recording of her presentation by
contacting Dr. Zbig Wojcinski zwwojcinski@gmail.com

The AVMHS Annual Business meeting was convened
during the next hour.

2023 AVMHS Annual Business Meeting

The 2023 AVMHS annual business meeting
immediately followed Dr. Jones’ presentation from 8pm
to about 9:45pm EDT. President Dr. Marianne Ash
(marianneyash@gmail.com) welcomed all 38 members
who attended the Society’s fourth virtual annual
meeting, a very desirable number.

As required, progress and status reports were provided
by officers, committee chairs, and project leaders,
including those representing Membership Committee,
Student Veterinary History Essay Contest, Veterinary
Heritage, News & Comment newsletter, Registry of
Heritage Veterinary Practices, Time-Bites Project, Oral
History Committee, Veterinary Museums Committee,
Website, and Guideposts for Veterinary Professionals
publication.

At the point of electing incoming officers, lengthy
discussion ensued, and motions were made related to
increasing the number of at-large board members from 4
to 6. Review after the business meeting revealed the
necessity to conduct a follow-up election to conform to
Bylaws and Rules of Order.

Copies of the 2023 Minutes are available upon request
from the Secretary-Treasurer.

2023-2024 Offices and Board Members

The following slate of AVMHS officers and at-large
board members was approved for 2023-2024 by those
present at the meeting by ancillary e-mail ballot. This

year’s Nominating Committee was composed of Drs.
Helen Wojcinski, Zbig Wojcinski, and Susan Aiello.

2023-2024 AVMHS Board of Directors
President

Dr. John de Jong (Newton, MA)
President-elect

Dr. Margaret “Peggy” Brosnahan (Scottsdale, AZ)
Past President

Dr. Marianne Y. Ash (Lafayette, IN)
Secretary-Treasurer

Susanne Whitaker (Ithaca, NY) (continuing)
Board members-at-large

Diane Fagen (Rockford, IL)

Dr. Shannon Greeley (Burbank, IL) (continuing)

Dr. Mary Beth Leininger (Lawrence, KS)

Dr. G. Sierra Schneider (Terrabonne, OR)

More information about our newest board members will
appear in the next newsletter.

2023 Smithcors Student Essay Contest
Essay Contest Committee Chair Dr. Martha Littlefield
(drmarthalittlelfield@icloud.com) is happy to announce
the following winners of the 2023 Smithcors Student
Veterinary History Essay Contest:

1st Place ($1200) Emma Gildner '25 Oklahoma State
University

The Taming of the Screw(worm): A History of the Sterile
Insect Technique

2nd Place ($1000) Reese Bailey '25 Kansas State
University

Nineteenth Century Urban Crisis: The Horse as a Public
Health Hazard

3rd Place (tie) ($800) Carlie Dill ‘25 Kansas State
University

Merrill’s Marauders: The Brave Men and Mules Who
Found Victory

3rd Place (tie) ($800) Mahala “Haley” Furman ‘24
Oklahoma State University

Dr. Sophia Yin: Turning the Tides of Veterinary
Medicine

4th Place ($500) Courtney Labé '25 University of
Minnesota

Becoming Mr. Turkey: The Career of Dr. Benjamin S.
Pomeroy

In addition to acknowledging our essayists, we wish to
thank our panel of 3 blinded judges: Dr. Pat Kennedy
Arrington, Dr. Jessica Garrett, and Dr. Russell Currier.


https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Concise_History_of_Veterinary_Medicine/Z2-AEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Concise_History_of_Veterinary_Medicine/Z2-AEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Concise_History_of_Veterinary_Medicine/Z2-AEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Concise_History_of_Veterinary_Medicine/Z2-AEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
mailto:zwwojcinski@gmail.com
mailto:marianneyash@gmail.com
mailto:drmarthalittlelfield@icloud.com

All 26 essays submitted this year were carefully read and
ranked by the judges.

Each winning essay will be published in forthcoming
issues of Veterinary Heritage. Students who want to get
a head start in thinking about a possible topic of their
choice for 2024 or 2025 will find a list of all essays since
the contest was established in 1992 on our Society
website at https://www.avmhs.org/essay-contest.

2024 Essay Contest Deadline is April 15, 2024
Details are available at
https://www.avmhs.org/essay-contest

Recognition for Student Essayists

It is always gratifying when our student essayists receive
recognition for their winning papers at their colleges and
other honors.

Reese Bailey and Carlie Dill were both given
recognition for their 2nd and 3rd place winning history
essays respectively in the Kansas State University
College of Veterinary Medicine CVM Newsworthy
Information announcement for July 3, 2023.

Courtney Labé who was awarded 4th place in 2023
received acknowledgement by the Minnesota Veterinary
Historical Museum in Saint Paul at https:/hist-
vetmed.umn.edu/smithcors-student-essay-contest-
winner-cvm

Danielle Keerbs® 2022 Honorable Mention essay
appears in the July 2023 issue of Veterinary Heritage.
This past spring, she was one of three veterinary students
honored by the VIN Foundation for her first-place paper
entitled “Obsolescence vs Adaptability: An Analysis of
the Veterinary Clinical Education Paradigm.” It was
entered in the Foundation’s 7th annual Solutions for the
Profession competition. See DVM360 news notice at:
https://www.dvm360.com/view/3-veterinary-students-recognized-
for-winning-solutions-for-the-profession-competition

https://vinfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/VIN-
Foundation-Solutions-for-the-Profession-2023-1st-Place-Danielle-

Keerbs.pdf

Informal Gathering at AVMA in Denver

To supplement our virtual Annual Meeting, the AVMA
Convention in Denver offered another opportunity for
interested members to get acquainted informally.
Serving as coordinator, President John de Jong reported
that a few members tried to assemble despite busy
schedules. Nevertheless, short of a small group get

together, he said several met to chat with him
individually along with exchanging greetings in passing.

AVMHS Members Recognized at AVMA
During the successful AVMA Convention in Denver on
July 14-17, several AVMHS members were elected or
received accolades and other well-deserved honors.
Congratulations to the following:

Life member Dr. Robert Knapp (rhk@knappvet.com)
was elected vice chair of the AVMA Board of Directors
at their Sunday meeting as reported in July 17 AVMA
Convention News.

[Ty 2 i
Dr. Charles Lemme and Dr. Robert Knapp (right) were elected 2023-24
AVMA Board of Directors chair and vice chair respectively, on Sunday.
(Photo by R. Scott Nolen)

As AVMA Board vice chair, Dr. Knapp will substitute
for the new chair Dr. Charles Lemme as needed. Dr.
Knapp joined the Board in 2019 representing District V
which covers Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, and West
Virginia.

He currently owns the seven-associate practice Knapp
Veterinary Hospital in Columbus, Ohio, which was
started by his late grandfather Dr. John Knapp in 1945.
As a multi-generational veterinary family, his father Dr.
Paul Knapp also worked at the practice until retirement.

AVMHS  member Dr. Ruby L. Perry
(rperry@tuskegee.edu) was one of two leaders honored
for their contributions toward advancing diversity,
equity, and inclusion (DEI) in the veterinary profession
during the President’s Reception at AVMA Convention
2023 in Denver as noted in the July 14 AVMA
Convention News.
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Dr. Perry is dean and professor of radiology at Tuskegee
University College of Veterinary Medicine where she
has held a number of department and management
positions since 2007. She is presently 2023-24 president
and board chair of the American Association of
Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC), making her the
first African American female president of the AAVMC.

Dr. Perry is also the first African American female,
board-certified veterinary radiologist in the American
College of Veterinary Radiology (ACVR).

AVMHS past president Dr. Gary A. Vroegindewey
(drvroeg@gmail.com) accepted the AVMA Public
Service Award at a reception following the Global
Health Summit at the AVMA Convention as noted in the
July 17 AVMA Convention News.

Presently, Dr. VVroegindewey is a professor as well as
director of the One Health Program and the Center for
Animal and Human Health in Appalachia (CAHA) at
Lincoln Memorial University (LMU) College of
Veterinary Medicine. In addition to developing and
teaching courses on One Health, he has overseen CAHA
research and outreach programs and supported several
international collaborative programs for LMU, including
with the World Organisation for Animal Health
(WOAMH) and the University of Pretoria.

Current  AVMHS president Dr. John de Jong
(drjdejong@comcast.net) and AVMHS member Dr.
Ronald D. Warner (Ronald.warner@ttuhsc.edu) were
inducted as new Honorary Diplomates of the American
Veterinary Epidemiology Society (AVES) on July 17 at
the AVMA Convention in Denver. In addition to
announcing two Gold Headed Cane Awardees at that
meeting, the membership voted to change the
organization's name from AVES to the American
Veterinary One Health Society (AVOHS) to better
reflect their vision, mission, and goals.

New Curator at Minn Vet Historical Museum
Paul Maravalas who had been curator of the Minnesota
Veterinary Historical Museum for many years retired in
January 2023. We enjoyed working with Paul, appreciate

all he has done for the museum, and wish him enjoyment
in continuing other avenues related to history.

In April, the museum was pleased to welcome its new
curator, Marisa “Mari” Kuennen. She had recently
been an intern in collections at the Minnesota Historical
Society and an animal technician with the Animal
Humane Society. Mari is currently pursuing a Master of
Arts in Art History at the University of St. Thomas along
with a Graduate Certificate in Museum Studies.

More information about Mari is available at:
https://hist-vetmed.umn.edu/our-new-curator

See also the Minnesota Veterinary Historical Museum at
https://hist-vetmed.umn.edu/

Update on Veterinary Ornaments

As you remember last fall, charter member Dr. Fred J.
Born (fjborn@att.net) produced a unique set of historical
wooden ornaments for the 2022 holiday season.

Dr. Born now reports, "After the successful sale of the
first five American veterinary school ornaments last
year, we have several remaining sets. They are now on
SALE for $25 per set. The price includes postage and
handling of these five wooden engraved ornaments. A
brief history of each school is enclosed with each
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ornament written by Dr. Howard Erickson, emeritus
professor at Kansas State University.

Ordering details can be found on the AVMHS webpage
at https://www.avmhs.org/ornaments

New History Time-Bites Stories on VIN

Dr. Susan Aiello (susan@words-world.net), our Time-
Bites Editor, reports some new short historical stories
have recently been published on the Veterinary
Information Network (VIN), a membership-based
veterinary community. They also appear on its associated
Veterinary Support Personnel Network (VSPN)
platform. They include:

“Eradicating the Parasitic Screwworm.”
Florida and Texas, U.S.A., 1938

“Openings and Wages for New Graduates.”
Chicago, lllinois, U.S.A., 1915

“Spokane’s Last Foot-and-Mouth Disease Outbreak.”
Spokane, Washington, U.S.A., 1914

More topics and potential “writers” are always needed.
Any subject related to veterinary history is appropriate
for these brief stories of 500-1000 words accompanied
by source references and several representative
illustrations. Contact Dr. Aiello at any time with your
ideas and suggestions.

AVMHS members who do not belong to VIN may
request copies from Dr. Aiello or the Secretary-
Treasurer. The current list of published topics is posted
on the Society’s website at https://www.avmhs.org/time-
bites Several Time-Bites have also appeared in recent
issues of Veterinary Heritage, including the latest one on
handling heat exhaustion in urban working horses in the
July 2023 issue.

Volunteers Needed for Vacancies
Whenever possible, AVMHS members are encouraged
to participate in Society activities according to their
interests and as personal schedules permit.

The Society currently has two vacancies for 2023-2024.
They are the chair of the Smithcors Veterinary Student
History Essay Contest and Coordinator of the Registry of
Heritage Veterinary Practices.

Anyone interested should contact President John de Jong
drjdejong@comcast.net or call 617-968-0809 by

September 15. We will be happy to send a brief list of
chronological functions and duties for each of these
positions.

New Webpage for JAVMA News Reports

As an affiliated organization, the Society forwards a
summary report of its activities during the past year for
publication in JAVMA News. Previous reports appeared
as convention news in a fall issue of the Journal of the
American Veterinary Medical Association.

Since 2020, these reports have been posted online on a
JAVMA News page. Convenient links are now available
on our website by clicking on “JAVMA News” at
https://www.avmhs.org/reports-in-javmanews

In Memoriam: Mrs. Ann Smithcors _
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It is with great sadness to report the passing of Mrs. E.
Ann Smithcors on April 21, 2023 at age 89 due to
complications from COVID. She was the devoted life
partner of AVMHS founder Dr. J. Fred Smithcors (1920-
2006). A memorial service was held in Santa Barbara on
June 17th attended by hundreds of her many friends and
associates.

Unfortunately, most members today have never met Ann
or been touched by her enthusiasm and genuine kindness.
She was a loyal friend of history and accompanied
Dr. Smithcors to earlier AVMHS meetings. Ann also
actively assisted him in the task of cataloging his
veterinary rare book collection that was donated to
Washington State University. The catalog was published
in book form in 1997 and is accessible
online at http://ntserverl.wsulibs.wsu.edu/masc/onlineb
ooks/VetMed/contents.htm#contents

Ann was such a lovely person and will be truly missed.
We extend sincere condolences to her son Mark Hunt
and daughter Lynn Fortner. An obituary can be found at
https://www.independent.com/obits/2023/04/26/ann-
smithcors/
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New AVMHS Members (as of Aug 31)
We are pleased to welcome:
A.Paige Adams, PhD, DVM (Olathe, KS)
Robert T. Callahan, DVM (Davis, CA)
Hans Coetzee, BVSc, PhD (Manhattan, KS)
Lauren Thomas, DVM (Springdale, AR)

New AVMHS Life Members (as of Aug 31)
We are pleased to welcome:
Dr. M. Sawkat Anwer (Shrewsbury, MA)

Dr. Jessica Garrett & Dr. Stanton Garrett (Elkhart, IN)

Dr. Mary Beth Leininger (Lawrence, KS)
Dr. John Mattoon (Pullman, WA)
Dr. Carol McConnell (Oceanside, CA)

New Registry of Heritage Veterinary
Practices
We are pleased to welcome:

Knapp Veterinary Hospital (Columbus, OH) Estab.

1945 lt&/_‘Dr. John Knapp

Meeting and Event Calendar
2023

Sept tbha
Sept tba

2024
Apr 15
tba
tba

AVMHS Board of Directors Meeting
AVMHS Museum Committee Meeting

Student History Essay Contest Deadline

AVMHS Annual Program and Business Meeting

World Association for the History of Veterinary

Medicine (WAHVM) 46 International Congress

New Books

Braverman, Irus. More-than-One-Health. Humans,
Animals, and the Environment Post-COVID. Taylor &
Francis, 2023. ? pgs. ISBN: 9781032277868 (Routledge
Studies in Environment and Health)

Brown, Bradford B. While You're Here, Doc: Farmyard
Adventures of a Maine Veterinarian. Camden, ME:
Down East Books, 2023. ? pgs. ISBN: 9781684751624

Burgat, Florence and Emilie Dardenne, coord. Animal
Suffering: The Ethics and Politics of Animal Lives.
London: ISTE ; Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons,
2023. ISBN: 9781394228935

Chesterton, Sandra. Lame Stories from the Vet from
Inglewood. [New Zealand]: Xlibris NZ, 2023. ISBN:
9781669880493

Crosbie, Jane.-The Horse Doctor’s Daughter: The Early
Diaries of Jane Crosbie. St. Johns, NL, Canada:
Flanker Press Limited, 2023. ? pgs. ISBN:
9781774571149

Herment, Laurent, Daniel Lanero Taboas,

Lourenzo Prieto and Carin Martiin. From Breeding &
Feeding to Medicalization. Animal Farming,
Veterinarization and Consumers in the 20" Century
Western Europe. Turnhout Brepols, 2023. 360 pgs.
ISBN: 9782503589152 (Rural History in Europe
(RURHE); 17)

MccCall, Melinda G. Driving Home Naked and Other
Misadventures of a Country Veterinarian. Berkeley,
CA: She Writes Press, 2023. 291 pgs. ISBN:
9781647425173

McDonald, Alastair. History of Veterinary Education in
Edinburgh. Edinburgh University Press, 2023. 329 pgs.
ISBN: 9781399525596

McEver, John and Julia McEver. Women in Racing: In
their Own Words. Rev. ed. Essex, CT: Eclipse Press,
2023. 303 pgs. ISBN: 9781493069644

McGregor, Francine. Equine Medicine and Popular
Romance in Late Medieval England. Leiden ; Boston:
Brill, 2023. 173 pgs. ISBN: 9789004501256

Rees, Paul A. Zoo Studies: Living Collections, Their
Animals and Visitors. Cambridge University Press,
2023. 457 pgs. ISBN: 9781108566049
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Rupprecht, Charles E. History of Rabies in the
Americas: From the Pre-Columbian to the Present. Vol.
1: Insights to Specific Cross-Cutting Aspects of the
Disease in the Americas. Cham: Springer, 2023. 440
pgs. ISBN: 9783031250514

Scott, Ameliah. The Flying Vet: The Extraordinary
Inspiring True Story of Life as a Female Vet and
Farmer in the Remote Australian Outback. Sydney,
NSW: ABC Books, 2023. 309 pgs. ISBN:
9780733342653 /

Sezgin, Fuat. The Arabic Writing Tradition, an
Historical Survey. Vol. 3. Medicine, pharmacy, zoology,
veterinary science, until c. 430 AH. Leiden ; Boston:
Brill, 2023. ISBN: 9789004533264 (Handbook of
Oriental studies. Sect. 1, Ancient Near East; v. 167.3)

Sharp, Robert T. The Bull in the Darkness and the One-
eyed Dog: Scenes from the Life of a Country
Veterinarian. Lanham, MD: Lyons Press, 2023. 184
pgs. ISBN: 9781493073177

Stewart, Kwane. What It Takes to Save a Life: A
Veterinarian’s Quest for Healing and Hope. New York:
HarperOne, 2023. 214 pgs. ISBN: 9780063215825

Stirling, Dale A. From Hippocrates to COVID-19: A
Bibliographic History of Medicine. Milton: Jenny
Stanford Publishing, 2023. 694 pgs. ISBN:
9781000574784

Tizard, lan R. and Jeffrey M.B. Musser. Great
American Diseases: Their Effects on the Course of
North American History. London: Academic Press,
2022. 383 pgs. ISBN: 9780323989251

Tizard, lan R. A History of Vaccines and Their
Opponents. London: Elsevier/Academic Press, 2023.
352 pgs. ISBN: 0443134340 9780443134340
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Send news, comments, and suggestions for the next
News & Comment to Dr. Helen Wojcinski
helenwojcinski@gmail.com, or to AVMHS Secretary-
Treasurer Susanne Whitaker, 23 Wedgewood Drive,
Ithaca, NY 14850-1064, phone 607-257-9248 or email
skw2@cornell.edu or avmhs.info@gmail.com.

“The farther backward you look, the farther forward you
are likely to see.”
Sir Winston Churchill (1874-1965)
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Recent Journal Articles and Chapters Related to the History of Veterinary Medicine
Copies of articles may be obtained through interlibrary loan services provided by your local college or public library, or from the
AVMHS Secretary-Treasurer if unavailable from other sources.

Allen BL, Bobier C, Dawson S, et al. Why humans kill animals and why we cannot avoid it. Science of the Total
Environment. 2023 Jul 3;896:165283. doi: 10.1016/j.scitotenv.2023.165283. Elsevier Open Access,
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969723039062?via%3Dihub

Arabaci B. 'Pearls' of the nineteenth-century: from therapeutic actors to global commodities medicinal leeches in the
Ottoman Empire. Medical History. 2023 Apr;67(2):128-147. doi: 10.1017/mdh.2023.17 PubMed Central,
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10404516/

Chakraborty S. History of animal keeping in Ancient India and its socio-economic, scientific applicability in 21st
Century. British Journal of Philosophy, Sociology and History. 2023;3(1):6-10. doi: 10.32996/pjpsh.2023.3.1.2

-Cole TG 2nd. The production of medicoethical misconduct: medical ethics and vivisection in Wilkie Collins's Heart
and Science. Medical Humanities. 2023 Jun;49(2):289-296. doi: 10.1136/medhum-2022-012413.

Cooper JE. Pests, plagues, pleurites, and pébrine: The history of invertebrate pathology from antiquity to 1900.
Veterinary Pathology. 2023 Sep;60(5):503-509. doi: 10.1177/03009858231171684.

Doan K, Schnitzler A, Preston F, et al. Evolutionary history of the extinct wolf population from France in the context
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